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and are very far from being in agreement with each other on
the subject. Again, it would be a mistake to regard all
savages as equally ready to accept the mystical explanation of
phenomena, to refer all events to the agency of invisible and
supernatural powers. In savage as in civilized society there
are sceptics as well as mystics^nd for proof of it we need go
no farther than the pages^f Professor Levy-Bruhl's book.
On this point he quotes the evidence of missionaries :
" In the midst of the laughter and applause of the popu-
lace the heathen inquirer is heard saying: ' Can the God of
the white men be seen by our eyes ? and if God is absolutely
invisible, how can a reasonable being worship a hidden
thing ? ' ' I will go up to the sky first/ said a Mosuto, ' and
see if there really is a God, and when I have seen him Fll
believe in him.* "
Again, when a missionary was preaching the Gospel to
some heathen he pointed to the New Testament in his hand,
and observed that he was only repeating what the Word of
God said. On that one of his hearers snatched the book from
the missionary's hand and, putting it to his ear, exclaimed,
" It is a lie ; I am listening carefully, and the book is not
saying anything at all ", at which there were roars of laughter
and mocking gibes.
And if the savage sometimes argues illogically and be-
lieves, or fancies he believes, two contradictory propositions
at the same time, is it for the civilized man to throw stones at
him ? Do not our books on formal logic set forth the multi-
tude of pitfalls, in the shape of fallacies, that beset the path
of reasoners among ourselves ? And in regard to the law of
contradiction, is it not directly violated by some of the highest
doctrines of Christian, and especially Catholic, theology,
which are yet accepted implicitly as true by millions of edu-
cated and intelligent men and women ? Judged by this test,
Pascal and Newton were " primitives ". Has not Pascal said
that " Quand la parole de Dieu, qui est veritable', est fausse
Utteralement, elle est vraie spirituellement" ? And is not
this a perfect example of the method in which, according to
Professor Levy-Bruhl, the savage contrives to reconcile con-
tradictory notions by virtue of what our author calls " the law
of participation " ? Hegel himself spent a world of energy